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a bamboo design and worth the extra rupee.

Reservations are recommended.
Hotel River side ( 580009; www.wildlifechitwan

.com: r Rs 500-'1500) Take vour choice between de-
lightful thatched huts or the Iess atmospheric
niodern roomsivith a balcony delivering un-
beatable river views. The cheapest rooms on

the bottom floor are unremarkable but decent.
There's a riverside restaurant, helpful staff and

a garden full of hammocks.-tlirvanat 
Horses Resort ( 6 580453; www.nirvana

horsesresort.com; r Rs 650) Under French/Spanish/
Nepali management, this place is a must for
horse lovers. Brightly painted stables are home
to healthy looking thoroughbreds, while the
rooms for humans are fantastically deco-
rated ri ith Buddhist and Tharu wall hangings
and lanterns.

Ho te l  Pa rks i de  ( l  1580159 ,  i n  Ka thmandu  01 -
421295J:  www.hotelparkside.com; r  Rs 600-1000; l t  )
Thrs modern hotel  is  not  what most  v is i tors

expect in a place like Chitwan, though it gets
a big thumbs up fbr  comfortable,  spacious
rooms wi th p lenty of  natural  l ight .  I t  fea-
tures some beautiful artwork in the hallways
and an impressive giant mural on its outside
wal l .  I ts  locat ion,  wel l  removed f rom the
tour ist  t rap area of  Sauraha, is  appeal ing for
manv too.

E@Jungle Adventure World i  6 580301,
9845043542; sharad2029@yahoo.com; r  Rs 700) This at-
tractive lodse has a Tibetan Buddhist theme,
and is adorned with pra),er flags, wall hang-
ings and f lags draped over each door.  The

bungalows are invi t ing wi th lanterns on

each private porch, and it has a shady garden
that  makes for  a great  p lace to escape the
neat.

River View lungle (amp ( E 580096; rvjcsauraha@
hotmail.com; rottages U5$10) Its pink brick cottages
are set along a long garden leading all the wav
to the river. The mood is calm and the rooms
are tidy and comfortable, with reliable hot
water. It's a good central choice with friendly

staff and expert guides.

Midrange
Jungle tagoon Safari Lodge ( 580126, in Kathmandu

01-4258427; www.lagoon.com.np; r Rs 1000) On the
road to the elephant breeding centre, |ungle
Lagoon has a lovely spot on the river bank.
Priding itself as a 

'birdwatching paradise',

there are plenty of exotic birds to spot on the

river as well as feeding on the lodge's fruit

trees - some of which are home to fruit bats.

Book your stay at tonelypiafei.(0mi h()tel5

Rooms are spacious and clean with carpet like

Astroturf. 
'Sunset 

point' is a wonderful spot to
si t  by the lake.  though i ts  chairs are in ser ious
need of maintenance.

Fewa Wi ld l i fe Resort  (  O 580150, in Kathmandu
01-4263185; www.fewawildliferesort.com; s/d U5520/25,
td with air(on U5S30/i5; .ij )Tucked right on the
border of the community forest, this is the
closest place you'll get to the park without
being inside. Popular with package tourists,
rooms are fairly standard but its gardens
make for a great place to read a book to the
accompaniment of chirping birds. There's
also a rickety wildlife watchtower and plans
for a swimming pool.

Sapana Village Lodge ( 81 580308; www,sapanalodge
.(om; ydl t r  in( l  breakfast  USS20/28/35) Si tuated L5km
north of Sauraha, this excellent option is
perfect for those with an interest in Tharu
culture. Set up by Dutch development organi-
sations with the aim of supporting the local
Tharu community, rooms are decked out in
charming Tharu-style designs with vibrant
paintings, rugs and wicker stools. Its smart
restaurant does tasty Tharu dishes, and the
staff are verry friendly.

Rhino Residency Resort ( E 580095, in Kathmandu
01-420411; www.rhino-residency.com; r  uS540; ! t  D )
Right by the entrance to the national park,
this elegant resort's styling falls somewhere
between English Regency and Malay Colonial.
It has an inviting nature-designed swim-
ming pool, bar and restaurant. The displays
of snakes in iars in the foyer add a distinct
national park feel.

Eating
Ivlost lodses have restaurants and there are
several independent places in the main bazaar
at Sauraha. All serve cocktails and a familiar
menu of travellers fare. Most open from 6am
and  c l ose  a t  a round  lOpm to  l l pm .

Jungle View Restaurant (mains Rs 85-3 10) Probably
the best ofthe terrace restaurants, Jungle View
has all your traveller favourites, as rvell as
a beer garden and views looking orrer the
main strip.

Sweet Memory Restaurant (mains Rs 90-200) An
attractive family-run shack restaurant u'ith
plenty of flowers and pot plants, Sweet
N{emory prides itself on its home-style cook-
ing. The roast chicken is recommended, and
it ilso serves up good filtered coffee.

@ XCt Restaurant  (mains Rs 215-315) The
most popular choice in Sauraha, KC's is set in

, r r  y p i a n e l . { c ^ r

a Spanish-st,vle hacienda with an open terrace
and a fire nit at the back. The chefs here cook
up a feast ind the menu runs from Nepali and
indian curries to pizzas and pasta.

There's another cluster of laid-back trar'-
eller restaurants on the sandy banks of the
river that are most popular during elephant
bathtime and Sauraha's famous sunset. River
Sunset Restaurant (meals Rs 95-450, BBQ Rs 450'1 350) is
the most oooular ofthese and does a mouth-
rvater ing evening barbecue of  duck,  pork.
chicken and buffalo over an open fire. Hamro
Hotel Restautant & Bar (mains Rs 90-350) makes fbr
a delighttul spot to breakfast on the banks of
the Rapti.

In a town where menus are almost identi-
cal, an excellent alternative is the tastefullv
decorated Nitvana's H0r5e5 Resort ( a 580451i (epes

Rs 95, mains Rs 250-175) featuring a dazzling menu
o[ French.  Spanish and Tharu cuis ine.

For real bargain-basement meals, there are
a few rustic bhojanalavas in the bazaar.

Shopping
Souvenir shops in Sauraha sel l  the usual
range of Tibetan, Kashmiri and Nepali arts
and crafts. Local specialities include tiger pug-
mark ashtrays and wood carvings ofelephants
and rhinos, including dubious mating scenes.
For something a bit more upmarket head to
Happy House ( a 580026; 'Y;7am-9pm) near the
|ungle View Restaurant. This small, familr'-
run business produces its own honey (in vari-
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ous delectable varieties) and sells gorgeous cAR
Mithila paintings produced by women's craft I i:-..
cooperatives near Janakpur. ra:r::

The small women's community shop (:Y 7am- Th. :
5pm),  opposi te the v is i tors centre,  sel ls  sou- L-SS-
venirs rvith all proceeds going to developing Kali.:::
local  women's community groups.  

: : : ,  - :

Getting There & Away i.l:!. "
AIR
When there is sufficient tourist demand, RAFT
Yeti Airlines has t'liehts from Kathmandu to A m.:
the tiny runway at Meghauli for US$106 (30 is r' ' :
minutes), but you'll need to make advance ralt::.:
arrangements with your lodge for a pick-up and \.
as there is not much going on in Meghauli. tiL)l:. l
l f  you' re bound for  Sauraha, i t 's  bet ter  to f ly  fhc - ,

rnto Bharatpur near Narayangarh and take a drin -

taxi (Rs 700). Both Buddha and Yeti Air offer sanc\
da i l y  f l i gh t s  t o  Bha ra tpu r  f r om Ka thmandu  (am: : :
(US$86, 30 minutes). Travel agents and hotels \lu:
can make bookings. on thc


